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Basic Tree Care
The tree(s) you have purchased are a lifetime investment in your landscape. It is well documented that a well maintained landscape adds to the overall value of  your property. Trees properly sited will help in natural cooling of your home during hot summer days. With proper care during its establishment period and afterwards, your tree will be there for decades. It is important that you remember during transplanting, the root system has been reduced considerably from its original size; because of this some trees undergo a period of ‘transplant shock’. Good post-planting care will reduce this stressful time for trees while they are growing new roots and settling in.  We at Shade Today Nursery, Inc. offer the following recommendations to assist you in that care. Please feel free to call us with your questions and concerns.

WATER
Water is crucial for your tree to survive! During the establishment period it is important that the root ball not dry out. The root system has to move out into the surrounding soil; allowing the root ball to dry out stops new root growth. It is important to check the moisture level in the root ball area frequently during the establishment period. Overwatering is just as detrimental as underwatering ! Here in N.E. Wisconsin many of us have heavy clay soil which presents a challenge to proper watering.  We often have wet springs, hot dry summers followed by either wet or dry falls. Some trees are more tolerant of moisture than others.  All of these issues make it difficult to set hard fast rules for you to follow in watering your trees. Soil should be moist but not saturated for proper root growth. Saturated soil prevents necessary oxygen from reaching the roots. Generally speaking trees require 1” of moisture a week either in the form of rain or supplemental watering. The maintenance of your trees will require that you be observant of the soil, weather and season as you provide water. Checking the soil condition before watering is a good practice; push the mulch aside and probe around in the soil beneath to feel how dry or wet conditions are. Remember deep watering applied at a slow rate is important to establish a deep root system. Your tree will thank you. Also remember to water your evergreens up until the ground freezes so they enter the winter well hydrated. Evergreens can suffer ‘winter burn’ from  wind and sun.
MULCH

Mulching over the root zone is very beneficial for your tree. We recommend an organic mulch, such as shredded bark, wood chips, or the like. Benefits from mulching: 

· reduces competition for water with grass roots
· moderates extremes in soil temperatures
· conserves moisture by decreasing the evaporation rate
· controls weeds
· reduces trunk injury from lawnmowers and weed whips
Mulch should be applied 2-3 inches over the root zone, keeping it about 3 inches away from the trunk. (Trunks should remain dry; trapped in mulch, trunks may suffer damage from rodents, insects and disease problems.) The use of plastic or fabric under the mulch is not recommended; these restrict the flow of water and oxygen to the roots.  The small pores in the cloth can become plugged with debris; in addition it prevents the decomposing mulch from becoming incorporated into the soil. As your tree grows, the mulched area should be expanded  somewhat to match the expanding root zone. Mulching mimics the natural growing conditions of trees in the forest.
Spade Trees
The following guidelines must be followed for 3-4 years after planting.
Ash, Silver Queen Maple, Autumn Blaze Maple, Locust, Black Hills Spruce, White Spruce or an Austrian Pine…water as follows:   Let the hose run at a trickle at the base of  the tree for the first 24 hours after planting. During June, July and August, water 12 hours at a time every 10 days with a sprinkler or soaker hose to cover  the entire root system evenly. Watering at night is best for the tree. Mulch to conserve moisture.
Crimson King (red leafed) Maple, Norway Maple, Deborah Maple, Sugar Maple, Schwedler Maple, Emerald Queen Maple, Emerald  Lustre Maple, Columnar Maple, White Pine, or a Colorado Blue Spruce…water as follows: Let the hose trickle at the base of the tree for the first 8 hours after planting to evenly cover the root area; after this not much is needed. Do not over water! If dry, in the hot, dry summer  months of July and August, water once every 4 weeks with a sprinkler / soaker hose to cover the entire root area for 8 hours at night. Mulch to conserve moisture.
Linden, White Birch, Oak, or Flowering Crab…let the hose trickle at the base of the tree for the first 12 hours after  planting to cover the root area evenly. Under  DRY conditions, especially July and August, additional watering can be done every 3 weeks with a sprinkler/soaker hose, at the base of the tree for 8 hours during the night. Mulch to conserve moisture.
B&B TREES

The following guidelines must be followed for 2-3 years after planting.
Marshall Ash, Autumn Purple Ash, Summit Ash, Patmore Ash, Green Ash, Silver Queen Maple, Autumn Blaze Maple, Locust, Elm, River Birch, Black Hills Spruce, White Spruce or an Austrian Pine….water as follows:  Let the hose run at a trickle at the base of the tree for the first 12 hours after planting. During July and August water 8 hours every 10-14 days with a sprinkler /soaker hose to cover the entire root system evenly. Mulch to conserve moisture. 
Crimson King(red-leafed) Maple, Norway Maple, Deborah Maple, Sugar Maple, Fairview Maple, Emerald Queen Maple, Emerald Lustre Maple, or a Colorado Blue Spruce… water as follows:  Let the hose run at a trickle at the base of the tree for the first 4 hours after planting to evenly cover the root system.  Do not over water!  If dry, in the hot, dry summer months of July and August, water once every 4 weeks with a sprinkler / soaker hose to cover the entire root area for 6 hours at night. Mulch to conserve moisture.
Linden, Lilac, Hawthorn, White Birch, Oak, Flowering Crab, or Canada Cherry…let the hose trickle at the base of the tree for the first 12 hours after planting. Under DRY conditions, especially July/August water monthly with a sprinkler/soaker hose for about 6 hours at night. Mulch to conserve moisture.
CONTAINER TREES              
Upon removal from the container, check the root system to be sure the roots are not ‘circling’. If they are, gently loosen them and spread them out in the planting hole,(you do not  want the roots to continue to grow in a circle in the soil). If there is a mat of fine roots at the bottom of the root ball, cut an ‘X’ about ¼” deep across them. This encourages new roots to grow out into the  surrounding soil.
Water the planted area thoroughly. The trees should be watered on a regular basis. Check the soil before watering so as not to over-water or under water. Mulch to conserve moisture. 
Pruning is not necessary except to trim a broken or crossing branch.
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